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On behalf of the 2013 HNS Conference Board of Directors, it is my pleasure
to welcome you to St. Petersburg, and the 5th North American Historical
Novel Society Conference! For the next three days, you will be treated to
classes, workshops and panels dealing with different aspects of historical
fiction—reading, writing and publishing. You will have ample time to
network with old colleagues and meet new friends, browse the bookstore,
attend the book signing, and, of course, feast with words and food over our
lunch and dinner events.
The HNS conference is a unique opportunity to meet with other people who
love historical fiction; it is, in fact, the key conference for this field. As such,
much planning has gone into every aspect of this three-day event. We’ve
pored through your feedback from previous conferences and have taken your
comments to heart. You’ll see some new activities on the schedule, changes
to existing activities, and old favorites preserved in their glory. As you can
imagine, hundreds of volunteer hours have gone into bringing this conference
to life, not just in planning this conference but in executing it, in the speakers who have taken the time to
craft their sessions, the agents and editors offering to hear your pitches, the critiquers who want to help you
polish your work, and the ever-popular costume contest and sex scene readings that enliven our Saturday
night banquet!
I hope that you are excited as we are by the lineup, and that you take a moment to see how you can help
make future conferences even more successful in the years to come. We’re always looking for a few good
volunteers. Best wishes, and enjoy the weekend!
Vanitha Sankaran
2013 Program Chair
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STEVE BERRY is the New York Times and #1
internationally bestselling author of eight Cotton
Malone adventures, four stand-alone thrillers, and
four short-story originals. His books have been
translated into 40 languages with more than 15
million printed copies in 51 countries.
History lies at the heart of every Steve Berry novel.
It's his passion, one he shares with his wife,
Elizabeth, which led them to create History
Matters, a foundation dedicated to historic
preservation. Since 2009 Steve and Elizabeth have
crossed the country to save endangered historic
treasures raising more than $400,000 via lectures,
receptions, galas, luncheons, dinners and their popular writers’ workshops. In
2012 Steve’s devotion to historic preservation was recognized by the American Library Association, which
named Steve the first spokesman for National Preservation Week (a role he’ll reprise in 2013). Among other
honors coming his way in 2013 are the Poets & Writers’ Barnes & Noble Writers for Writers Award, the
International Thriller Writers Silver Bullet Award and the Spirit of Anne Frank Human Writes Award. The
first two awards honor Steve’s philanthropic work with fellow writers and historic preservation. The latter is
given to the writer who best exemplifies the spirit of Anne Frank in their work; the other recipients have
been playwright Arthur Miller and New York Times journalist Nicholas Kristof.
Steve was born and raised in Georgia and graduated from the Walter F. George School of Law at Mercer
University. He was a trial lawyer for 30 years and held elective office for 14 of those years. He is a member
of the Smithsonian Institution Libraries Advisory Board and a founding member of International Thriller
Writers—a group of more than 2,000 thriller writers from around the world—and served three years as its
co-president. For more information, visit www.steveberry.org.
ANNE PERRY has been writing the well-known,
New York Times best-selling Victorian crime/mystery
series about detective Thomas Pitt and his aristocratic
wife Charlotte since 1979, and in 1990 started a new
series set about 35 years earlier, with private detective
William Monk and sidekick nurse Hester Latterly.
She’s still publishing more new creations focused on
WWI as well as a stand-alone recent novel titled The
Sheen on the Silk, set in the exotic and dangerous
world of the Byzantine Empire. Her newest book in
the Pitt series came out in March, and is titled
Midnight at Marble Arch. Ms. Perry lives in Scotland.
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Friday Workshop Specialist
Charlotte Cook, Charlotte Robin Cook, MFA, co-founded Komenar Publishing
and served as its publisher and story editor for five years. Her insight as a writer
and as a business woman in big box retail, high tech, book selling, marketing,
teaching and consulting contributed to KOMENAR’s quick success. Also,
KOMENAR’s six first-time novelists saw their debut novels receive awards and
notable sales. Today her reputation within the publishing industry and her keen
eye for story editing contribute to the promising careers of writers and
screenwriters-turned-novelist. Charlotte has been a featured guest and speaker at
many writers groups and conferences, including the California Writers Club,
Willamette Writers Conference, Rocky Mountain Fiction Writers, South Carolina
Writers Workshop, San Francisco Writers Conference, Jack London Writers
Conference, Mendocino Coast Writers Conference, Central Coast Writers
Conference, East of Eden Writers Conference, Redwood Writers Conference, and
Independent Book Publishers Assoc. Publishing University. Teaching venues for
Charlotte’s classes have included academic, private and public arenas.

Saturday Luncheon Speaker
C.W. Gortner, bestselling author of four
historical novels including The Queen’s Vow
and The Tudor Secret, holds an MFA in
Writing with an emphasis in Renaissance
Studies. In his extensive travels to research his
books, he has danced a galliard in a Tudor
great hall and experienced life in a Spanish
castle. His novels have garnered international
praise and been translated into fourteen
languages to date. He is also a dedicated
advocate for animal rights. He’s currently at
work on his fourth novel for Ballantine Books,
about the early years of Lucrezia Borgia, as
well as the third novel in his Tudor series, The Elizabeth I Spymaster
Chronicles (US) or Elizabeth’s Spymaster (UK). His most recent book, The
Queen’s Vow, chronicles the early years of Isabella of Castile as she struggles
to create a powerful and unified Spain. The Tudor Conspiracy, his second Spymaster novel, will be
published in July, 2013. Half-Spanish by birth, C.W. divides his time between Northern California and
Antigua, Guatemala. Visit C.W. at www.cwgortner.com/
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NATALIA APONTE opened the Aponte Literary Agency after a long career in publishing that included working as a
book buyer for a regional distributor, clerking in a bookstore, working in the marketing department of a major
publisher, and editing manuscripts at Tor Books for over 20 years. Natalia and her colleague Victoria Lea accept
submissions of any genre of mainstream fiction and non-fiction, but they especially seek women’s novels, historical
novels, supernatural and paranormal fiction, fantasy novels, political and science thrillers. In non-fiction they look at
any genre with commercial potential. What they consider most important, and certainly more important than genre, is
that the writing be strong and fresh. Please see www.aponteliterary.com for more information.

STEPHANIE CABOT – Half French, half American, Stephanie was educated in Europe and in
the US where she majored in History at Harvard. Her agenting career began in London and she
spent nine years at the William Morris – London office, the last five as Managing Director,
where she built a list of international bestselling and prize-winning authors. She moved back to
the States in 2005, joined The Gernert Company, and is now selectively adding writers from a
variety of genres, including commercial and literary fiction, latte lit, and non-fiction. She has
worked with several authors such as Stella Duffy (Theodora and The Purple Shroud, Viking),
Patricia Bracewell (Shadow on the Crown, Viking), Olen Steinhauer (The Tourist, The Nearest
Exit, An American Spy, St. Martin’s Press), Mark Mills (The Information Officer, The Savage
Garden, House of the Hunted, Random House), Sarah Blake (The Postmistress, Amy Einhorn
Books), Maryka Biaggio (Parlor Games, Doubleday), Catherine Delors (Mistress of the Revolution and For the King,
Dutton), Julianne Douglas, and Lucy Pick. Stephanie is especially interested in writers who tell original stories with
strong narratives and create distinctive characters. She spends her weekends working on a family dairy farm with her
husband and four children.

DENISE (DENI) DIETZ has been in the publishing business for over 20 years, and has
been reading fiction for longer than that. When she was in grade school she tried to hide
her mom’s hardcover Gone With the Wind inside her Dick and Jane reader. She got
caught, learned her lesson, and hid her mom’s paperbacks instead. Deni still feels the
same sense of joy and discovery when she reads a non–clichéd, well–written, character–
driven novel. She says she wants to BE THERE, in the scene. Deni is acquiring
historical crime fiction of any time period, up to and including the 1960s. Her authors
include Edgar-nominated Kate Flora and Edgar winner Richard Helms, best-selling
historical mystery authors Peg Herring (the Tudor era), Alice Duncan (1920s), Linda
Richards (1930s), Sheila York (1940s), Alana White (15th century), and Kelli Stanley
(winner of numerous awards). Under the pen name Mary Ellen Dennis, Deni is the author of Heaven’s Thunder – a
Colorado Saga – 1893-1923 with an emphasis on Colorado’s silent film industry. Also, The Landlord’s Black-eyed
Daughter (1790s), inspired by Alfred Noyes’ The Highwayman, chosen as one of Booklist’s 10 Best Books of the
Year, and nominated for an RT Award. Plus, Stars of Fire (1860-1861) and an 1875 circus historical, The Greatest
Love on Earth. Mary Ellen Dennis novels are available at this conference.
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DIANA FOX is the owner of Fox Literary LLC, a full-service boutique literary agency
specializing in commercial fiction along with select works of literary fiction and nonfiction with broad commercial appeal. Before founding Fox Literary in 2007, Diana spent
several years learning the business of publishing at Writers House. Since then, Fox Literary
has represented a steadily growing client list, including the agency’s first New York Times
and USA Today bestsellers. In addition to her interest in historical fiction, Diana is
currently seeking submissions in the following genres: young adult, science fiction/fantasy,
romance, women’s fiction, thrillers, noir/crime fiction, and graphic novels. On the
nonfiction side, memoirs, biography, and smart narrative nonfiction are all welcome. Fox
Literary does NOT represent screenplays, poetry, category Westerns, non-literary horror, children’s picture books, or
Christian/inspirational material. To learn more, please visit www.foxliterary.com.
IRENE GOODMAN has been a leading member of the publishing community for over 30
years. Her clients are regulars on the New York Times, USA Today, Publishers Weekly, and
Bookscan bestseller lists. She began her career as the assistant to the agent who represented
Stephen King, and established her own agency a year later. Her fiction list includes historical
fiction, women’s fiction, thrillers, young adult, and mysteries. Her non-fiction list includes pop
culture, memoir, music, social issues, animals, parenting, food, Judaica, Anglophilia,
Francophilia, and lifestyle. Together with her dynamic staff, her agency represents over one
hundred authors in these fields. Irene has written columns and articles for a number of writers’
publications, including the Novelists Ink newsletter, the Mystery Writers of America newsletter,
Solander (the newsletter of the Historical Novelists Society), the Romance Writers of America
newsletter, and many regional publications. She is also a frequent speaker at writer’s
conferences, including keynoting at the Historical Novelists Society and Novelists Ink. Irene has a B.A. and a master’s
degree from the University of Michigan. She divides her time between New York and the Berkshires. Her personal
passions include travel, Doonesbury, opera, Mark Twain, theatre, and children. She has been married for 32 years and
has two grown children.
HELEN HELLER has run her own literary agency for 24 years. She specializes in
front-list fiction which she defines as ‘the sweet spot where extraordinary prose meets
engrossing plots’. She loves historical fiction and has handled many historical novels
such as the recently-published The Virgin Cure by Ami McKay. She has also done
historical crime fiction like The Mistress of the Art of Death series by Ariana Franklin.
Helen’s preference is for books that transcend genre to deliver amazing characters as
well as riveting stories. She is a stickler for historical accuracy and gets annoyed at
dialogic solecisms in shows like Downtown Abbey and The Hour! That having been
said, she also has an innate dislike for ‘talking forsoothly’ in her books. Helen was born and raised in the United
Kingdom where she was educated at the University of London. She now makes her home in Toronto, Canada.
JEAN HUETS has over twenty years in the publishing industry as a copy writer, copy editor, acquisitions editor,
production editor, and graphic artist, and five years in consumer electronics distribution. Bruce
Frostick, her partner in life and in business, is a computer application architect who has worked in
the financial sector for most of his career. Bringing together their skills and their love of books, in
October, 2012, Jean and Bruce launched Circling Rivers (www.circlingrivers.com), an
independent publisher of historical fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Circling Rivers is actively
building its list, seeking gripping adventures, love stories, quests, and family sagas; alternative
history, eldritch, and folkloric works; and young adult fiction and nonfiction if equally interesting
to adults. We are not seeking highly academic treatments, category romance, erotica, or
derivative/fan fiction. We are open to all periods and places, but our bias is American history,
particularly 19th century. Eager to work with new writers as well as with established writers who
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have niche works difficult to place elsewhere, Circling Rivers wants to offer readers beautiful writing, complex men
and women, and immersion in a time and place.
GREG JOHNSON worked for nine years as a literary agent before starting WordServe
Literary Group in 2003. He has represented more than 2,200 books and negotiated more than
1,600 contracts valued at more than $40 million to over eighty different publishing houses.
Before working with authors, Greg wrote 23 non-fiction books and more than 200 magazine
articles. He worked for five years as founding editor for “Breakaway” magazine, and spent ten
years working full time with youth in the Pacific Northwest. Greg is married to Becky who
works closely with him in evaluating authors and their manuscripts. Together they have six
adult children, along with five grandsons. They make their home in Highlands Ranch,
Colorado. Greg is looking for fiction in these categories: Military, Christian/Religious,
Historical, Women’s Romantic Suspense. He’s not looking for Children’s Picture books or
YA fiction, Poetry, Romance, Horror/SciFi, or Literary.
KEVAN LYON is a Literary Agent and partner with Marsal Lyon Literary Agency. She
has more than 20 years in the publishing business, including 8 years as a Literary Agent and
17+ years on the wholesale, retail and distribution side of the business, Kevan brings an
informed and unique perspective to her work with clients. Her background on the buying
and retail side of publishing affords her helpful insight into what types of books will sell
and how to market them. Kevan holds an MBA from the Anderson School of Management
at UCLA. Kevan handles women’s fiction, with an emphasis on commercial women’s
fiction, young adult fiction and all genres of romance. Authors on Kevan’s list span a broad
range of genres in women’s and young adult fiction from more literary, commercial projects
to all genres of romance including historical, contemporary, suspense and paranormal. She
loves to be surprised by a unique plot or characters and is always looking for a new, fresh
voice or approach. For more information on the agency and their client list, visit their web
site at www.MarsalLyonLiteraryAgency.com, their Facebook page, or on Twitter!
JILL MARR is an acquiring associate agent at the Sandra Dijkstra Literary Agency. She
graduated from San Diego State University with a B.A. in English with an emphasis in
Creative Writing and a minor in History. She has a strong Internet and media background
as well as over 10 years of publishing experience. She wrote features and ads for Pages,
the literary magazine for people who love books, and continues to write book ads for
publishing houses, magazine pieces and promotional features for television. Jill is
interested in commercial fiction, with an emphasis on mysteries, thrillers and horror,
women’s commercial fiction and historical fiction. She is also looking for non-fiction by
authors who are getting their work published regularly and who have a realistic sense of the market and their audience.
Jill is looking for non-fiction projects in the areas of history, sports, politics, current events, self-help, inspirational,
cookbooks, memoir (she especially loves travel and foodie memoirs), health & nutrition, pop culture, humor and
music. For more about Jill, visit www.dijkstraagency.com/
NEPHELE TEMPEST joined The Knight Agency in January, 2005, opening the Los Angeles
office. She comes from a diverse publishing and finance background, having worked in the editorial
department at Simon and Schuster, as a financial advisor, in the marketing and communications
departments of several major New York investment firms, and as a freelance writer—all skills that
come into play helping her clients develop their careers. She continues to actively build her client
list, and is seeking works in the following genres: up-market commercial fiction; women’s fiction;
urban fantasy; single-title romance including paranormal, suspense, historical, and contemporary;
historical fiction, particularly Renaissance, Victorian era, turn of the 19th/20th centuries, and/or
European, Russian, Northern African or urban-U.S. settings; and YA and middle grade fiction
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE OF SESSIONS

FRIDAY, JUNE 21 – Bookstore Open in Lassing-Miller Room, Plaza Level
Workshop: Charlotte Cook

9:00 AM-1:00 PM

The First 5 Pages Plaza CD
Workshop: Charlotte Cook

2:00-4:00 PM

Pitching Your Query Plaza CD
5:00-7:00 PM

Reception with Cash Bar – Grand Ballroom Foyer

7:00-9:00 PM

Dinner – Grand Ballroom
Guest of Honor: Anne Perry

SATURDAY, JUNE 22 – Bookstore Open in Lassing-Miller Room, Plaza Level
Plaza A

Plaza C

Plaza D

Breakfast – Plaza Level

7:00-8:00 AM
8:15-9:15 AM

Plaza B

How to do a
Killer Reading
Raphael

Depicting
Religion in
Historical
Fiction
Dray, Pasha,
Pilgrim, Sharratt

8:15 – 9:45
Book Trailers:
From
PowerPoint to
iPad Apps
90 min workshop

Agent/Editor
Panel #1
Cabot, Fox,
Heller, Huets
Johnson

Burns & McMahan

_________
9:30-10:30 AM

Four X's - and a Y
- Mark the Spot:
The Hidden
Treasures of
Historical Mystery

Is ‘Genre’ a Dirty
Word?
Commercial v.
Literary HF

10:00– 11:30
Combat
Workshop:

Writing About
Women in
History:
Animating Their
Times & Voices
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Alfieri, Perry,
Ramsay, Rock,
Spann

Cameron, English,
Kaplan, Sharratt,
Waldherr

The History of
Weaponry &
Practical Skills

Cabot, Biaggio,
Bracewell, Duffy,
Perkins-Valdez

90 min workshop
10:45-11:45 AM

To Trump or
Trumpet the
History Police
Cowell, English,
George, Gortner,
Smith

COLD READ

Blixt

with Deni Dietz
and Greg Johnson

The Feisty
Heroine Sold into
Marriage Who
Hates Bear
Baiting: Clichés
in HF and How to
Avoid Them
Bagwell, Ellis,
Higginbotham,
Iorio, Perinot

Plaza A

Plaza C

Plaza D

Lunch – Grand Ballroom
Saturday Luncheon Speaker: C. W. Gortner

Noon–1:15 PM
1:30-2:30 PM

Plaza B

Location,
Location:
Transporting
Readers to
Historical
Settings

The Witchcraft
Window: Scrying
the Past

Virtual Salon:
The Historical
Fiction Blog

Kent, Mailman,
Sharratt, Witten

Bruno, Douglas,
Swift, Rieseck, H.
Webb

HF Set in the
Ancient World:
The Good, the
Bad and the
Ugly

Off the Beaten
Path: Reading
and Writing
Outside of the
HF Mainstream

Alvear, Dray,
George, Quinn

Connell, Domin,
Friend, Rose

Sex in HF: How to
Make It Hot
English, Gortner,
Jones, Morin,
Quinn

Dray, K. Johnson,
Knight, Lower,
Perinot
2:45-3:45 PM

Agent/Editor
Panel #2
Dietz, Goodman,
Lyon, Marr,
Tempest

Making it to
Mainstream –
And What Comes
After
Bagwell, Barden,
Bilyeau, Bracewell,
Swift
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SATURDAY (continued)
Book Signing – Reception

4:00-7:00 PM

Plaza Level
Dinner Banquet – Grand Ballroom

7:00-9:00 PM

Guest of Honor: Steve Berry
Costume Pageant: Gillian Bagwell
Late Night Sex Scene Readings: Diana Gabaldon

9:00 PM +

SUNDAY, JUNE 23 – Bookstore Open in Lassing-Miller Room, Plaza Level
Plaza A

Plaza B

Author/Agent
Talk: The Inside
Scoop
Jefferson & Lyon

Historical
Fiction: The
Search for
Research
DiFulco, London,
McDuffie, White

9:30-10:30 AM

10:45-11:45 AM

Plaza D

Breakfast – Plaza Level

7:00-8:00 AM
8:15-9:15 AM

Plaza C

Foreign
Language, Slang
and Dialect in
Historical Fiction

Building an
Effective
Platform for
Your Historical

Bagwell, Platt, B.
Webb

Barko

Colour in
Historical Novels

COLD READ

Dixon

with Natalia
Aponte and Jean
Huets

All in the Family:
Bringing
Characters to
Life Through
Genealogy
Kearsley

Poisoners and
Poisonings
Through History
Sutton

Historical
Fiction: The
American
Experience
Daynard, Ramsey,
Weisgarber
Indie Presses and
Self-Publishing:
Brave New
Pathways to
Success
Dunn, Lewis,
Makansi,
Victorson,
Weigenstein

Audiobook or
Podcast

Writing the
Cinematic Novel

Ulett

Mackin
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Speakers and Panelists
ANNAMARIA ALFIERI is the author
of Invisible Country, her second
historical mystery, of which Kirkus
Reviews said, “Alfieri has written
an anti-war mystery that compares
with the notable novels of Charles
Todd.” Her City of Silver, also
published by Thomas Dunne
Books/Minotaur,
won
critical
acclaim. Deadly Pleasures Magazine called it one of
the best first novels of the year, and the Washington
Post said, “As both history and mystery, City of Silver
glitters.” Her Blood Tango, will launch on July 2 this
year; it takes place in Buenos Aires in 1945 and
imagines the murder of an Evita Perón lookalike. A
world traveler, Annamaria takes a keen interest in the
history of the places she visits. She lives in New York
City. www.annamariaalfieri.com.
GILLIAN BAGWELL grew
up in Berkeley, California,
and began her professional
life as an actress, studying
at the University of
California Berkeley and the
Drama Studio London at
Berkeley. She moved into
directing and producing
theatre, founding The Pasadena Shakespeare Company,
where she served as artistic director for nine years,
producing
thirty-seven
critically
acclaimed
productions. She united her life-long love of books,
British history, and theatre in writing her first novel,
The Darling Strumpet, based on the life of Nell
Gwynn. Her second novel, The September Queen
(U.K. title The King’s Mistress), is the first fictional
account of the perilous and romantic odyssey of Jane
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Lane, who risked her life to help the young Charles II
escape after the disastrous Battle of Worcester in 1651
by disguising him as her servant. Gillian’s third novel,
Venus in Winter, about the formidable four-times
widowed Tudor dynast Bess of Hardwick, will be
released in July 2013. Visit Gillian’s website,
www.gillianbagwell.com, for further information about
her books, upcoming events, links to her blogs and
videos of sites in Nell Gwynn’s London.
JENNY BARDEN has had a
love
of
history
and
adventure ever since an
encounter in infancy with a
suit of armour at Tamworth
Castle. Training as an artist,
followed by a career as a
City solicitor, did little to
help displace her early
dream of becoming a knight. Impelled by a fascination
with the Age of Discovery, she has travelled widely in
South and Central America, and much of the
inspiration for her debut came from retracing the
footsteps of Francis Drake in Panama. That book,
Mistress of the Sea, was published last summer by
Ebury Press, Random House, and is due to be released
in paperback in June 2013. The novel is an epic
romantic Elizabethan adventure set against the
background of Drake’s first great piratical campaign in
the Caribbean. The book and extracts have already
been shortlisted for several national awards, most
recently for ‘Best Historical Read’ at the UK’s Festival
of Romance. Mistress of the Sea has so far won much
acclaim including an ‘Editors’ Choice’ in the
Historical Novels Review. CW Gortner described the
story as: ‘Beautifully written and researched, this tale
of desire, revenge, piracy, war and valour is so
evocative we can taste salt on our skin and hear the
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swoop of sails overhead as we’re swept up into a highstakes adventure unlike any we’ve read before.’ Jenny
is currently working on a stand-alone sequel centred on
the first ‘lost’ colony of early Virginia. Jenny is active
in many organisations and is proud to have coordinated the last Historical Novel Society Conference
held in London. Her agent is Jonathan Pegg of the
Jonathan Pegg Literary Agency. She has four children
and lives in Hertfordshire, England, with her long
suffering husband, a loving Labrador and a deadly
Bengal cat. More about her can be found at
www.jennybarden.com on Facebook on Twitter
@jennywilldoit or on Goodreads.
has
STEPHANIE BARKO
award-winning clients who
include traditional publishers
and their authors, small
presses, and independently
published
writers.
She
promotes exclusively nonfiction
and
historical
fiction, including spirituality,
history, business career, memoir, and biography. Debut

authors and spiritual subject matter are especially
welcome this year. Her articles and book reviews have
been
published in Western American Literature, Roundup Magazine, Book Marketing Matters, San Francisco Book Review, and the Texas Book
Marketing Directory. She was a 2010 Finalist
in More Magazine’s Reinvention Story Competition,
nominated by her peers as 2010 Book Publicist of the
Year, and was voted Preditors & Editors Best Book
Promotion Service in 2011. Stephanie is a Recommended Associate at Author U and an Industry Expert
at Author Learning Center. Stephanie has degrees
in Business & Sociology and is based in Austin. Since
2005, she has moderated a nonfiction book group that
has hosted such nationally known authors as Janet
Conner (Writing Down Your Soul) and Paul Woodruff
(Reverence), a TV guest of Bill Moyers.
MARYKA BIAGGIO is a former psychology professor
turned novelist with a passion for historical fiction. Her
debut novel, Parlor Games, was
published by Doubleday in January
2013. Twenty-eight years after
launching her academic career she
took the leap from full-time
academic to scrambling writer and
now splits her time between fiction
writing and higher education
consulting work. Her fiction has
won Willamette Writers and Belles
Lettres awards. She prides herself on crafting carefully
researched and realistic fiction. She travels extensively,
is an avid opera fan, and enjoys gardening, art films,
and, of course, great fiction. She lives in Portland,
Oregon, that edgy green gem of the Pacific Northwest.

NANCY BILYEAU, author of
“The Chalice” and “The
Crown,” is a writer and
magazine editor who has
worked on the staffs of
InStyle, Rolling Stone, Entertainment Weekly, and Good
Housekeeping. Her latest
position is executive editor of
DuJour magazine. A native of
the Midwest, she graduated from the University of
Michigan. When deciding what sort of novel she
wanted to write in 2005, Nancy followed her lifelong
interest in English history and spent the next five years
crafting her story while she worked fulltime. “The
Crown” is set in 1537-1538 Tudor England, and its
protagonist is a Dominican novice facing the end of her
way of life, with the Dissolution of the Monasteries at
hand. The story is a mystery thriller: Sister Joanna
Stafford struggles to find a mysterious relic that has the
power to end the English Reformation. “The Crown”
was sold to Simon & Schuster’s Touchstone in 2010
after an auction, and published in January 2012 in
North America, followed by publication in the United
Kingdom and nine other foreign markets. The Crime
Writers Association put the novel on its short list for
the 2012 Ellis Peters Historical Dagger Award.
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DAVID BLIXT is an author and playwright whose work
is consistently described as “intricate,” “taut,” and
“breathtaking.” A writer of Historical Fiction, his
novels span the early Roman Empire (the COLOSSUS
series, his play EVE OF IDES) to early Renaissance
Italy (the STAR-CROSS’D series, including THE
MASTER OF VERONA, VOICE OF THE FALCONER, and FORTUNE’S FOOL) up through the
Elizabethan era (his delightful espionage comedy HER
MAJESTY’S WILL, starring Will Shakespeare and Kit
Marlowe as spies). Outside his writing, David makes
his living in theatre, performing, directing, and
choreographing violence for stage. Having trained with
the Society of
American Fight
Directors,
the
British Academy
of
Dramatic
Combat, and the
International
Order of the
Sword and the
Pen, David’s violence work has been seen regionally,
nationally, and internationally. He is the resident
Violence Designer for the Michigan Shakespeare
Festival, where he is an Artistic Associate, and also the
resident Stage Combat Instructor at the Chicago High
School for the Arts. Living in Chicago with his wife
and two children, David describes himself as “actor,
author, father, husband. In reverse order.”
PATRICIA BRACEWELL holds an M.A. in Literature
from the University of California, and she taught
literature and composition before embarking upon her
writing career. A lifelong
fascination with British history
and a chance, on-line reference
to an unfamiliar English queen
led to years of research, a
summer course in AngloSaxon history at Cambridge,
and the penning of her debut
novel Shadow on the Crown.
Set in 11th century England,
this is the first book of a trilogy about Emma of
Normandy. Patricia is a member of the California
writers’ organization, Left Coast Writers, and she lives
with her husband in Northern California.
AMY BRUNO is the founder of Passages to the Past
(www.passagestothepast.com), where the Historical
Fiction genre takes center stage. After discovering the

genre via Philippa Gregory’s The Other Boleyn Girl
and Margaret George’s Mary, Queen of Scots and the
Isles, she was soon immersed in the world of book
review blogs. Thus, Passages to the Past was born in
June 2008. The blog’s mission is to highlight and
promote the Historical Fiction genre with book
reviews, guest posts, interviews with authors,
recommendations, new release features and giveaways.
In 2011, Amy found her passion in life and began
Historical Fiction Virtual Book Tours (www.hfvirtual
booktours.com), specifically tailored for Historical
Fiction authors. To date, HFVBT has had the pleasure
of working with authors Sandra Worth, Anne Easter
Smith, C.W. Gortner, Sandra Byrd, M.J. Rose,
Christine Trent, Nancy Bilyeau, Donna Russo Morin,
Anne Barnhill, Deborah Swift, Sophie Perinot, D.L.
Bogdan and many others.
MARY F. BURNS is the author of Portraits of an Artist,
about the 19th century
painter John Singer Sargent.
She is a member of and
book reviewer for the
Historical Novel Society
and a member of the HNS
Conference 2013 board of
directors. Her debut historical novel J-The Woman
Who Wrote the Bible was published in July 2010 by OBooks (John Hunt Publishers, UK). Ms. Burns was
born in Chicago, Illinois and attended Northern Illinois
University in DeKalb, where she earned both
Bachelors and Masters degrees in English, along with a
high school teaching certificate. She relocated to San
Francisco in 1976. Mary also has a law degree from
Golden Gate University. www.maryfburns.com.
ANDREA CONNELL is a manuscript editor at the Marine Corps
University Press in Quantico, VA.
She has been a contributing member of the HNS for over ten years,
serving as managing editor for
HNS Indie reviews, and currently
as reviews editor for the HNR,
working with a number of small
and university presses. She also reviews Indie books on
her blog, The Queen’s Quill Review (www.thequeens
quillreview.com). Andrea lives in Burke, Virginia with
her husband and 2-year-old daughter.
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STEPHANIE COWELL grew up in
New York possessed by the past and
longing for Europe and England. She
published her first short stories in her
teens. She was a classical singer for
many years and sang over thirty
opera roles; she also appeared
extensively as an international
balladeer, produced a singing
ensemble, a concert series, medieval festivals, and a
small opera company. The translation of a late Mozart
opera led her back to writing. Stephanie is the author
of Nicholas Cooke, The Physician of London, The
Players: a novel of the young Shakespeare, Marrying
Mozart and Claude & Camille: a novel of Monet. She
is the recipient of an American Book Award. Her work
has been translated into nine languages. Her next novel
is on the immortal love story of Elizabeth Barrett
Browning and Robert Browning. She still lives in New
York City with her husband in an apartment full of
books and music and has two grown sons. Her website
is http://www.stephaniecowell.com.
JODI DAYNARD comes from a
family that is passionately
interested in art and history.
Her mother was a self-made
collector and art historian, and
her father could hold forth on
nearly any topic of American
History. One of the last things
he said to her before passing
away last fall, at 96, was,
“Well, you know, Roger
Williams was really our first true advocate of the
separation of church and state. You should look him
up.” Ms. Daynard carries her family’s passions with
her as she writes both literary fiction and non-fiction.
Her most recent publication is The Midwife’s Revolt, a
historical novel about a midwife friend of Abigail
Adams’s. She is also the author of The Place Within:
Portraits of the American Landscape by 20
Contemporary Writers. Her short stories and essays
have appeared in numerous periodicals, and her essays
have been named Notable Mentions in Best American
Essays. She has taught writing at Harvard University,
M.I.T., and Emerson College.

DENISE DIFULCO never met an archive she didn’t
love. Ever since poring over a volume of Jane’s
Fighting Ships at the landmark Brooklyn Public
Library for a seventh grade report on World War II,
she’s been hooked on research.
Her affection for musty books and
yellowed documents led her to
pursue a dual major in history and
newspaper journalism at Syracuse
University. Today she’s a
freelance writer and editor whose
articles have appeared in The New
York Times, Washington Post,
Ladies’ Home Journal and
numerous other publications. She currently is writing
her first book, a historical novel spanning 50 years and
four countries.
DIXON has over 30 years’ experience of editing
both fiction and non-fiction manuscripts, and has
edited several award-winning novels, including
Christine Courtney’s The Silent Touch of Shadows and
Liz Harris’ The Road Back, both dual-time novels. She
is a scout for Accent Press, specialising in women’s
fiction, crime and, her first love, historical fiction. A
long-time member of the HNS, she has given talks at
previous conferences on various subject matters, and
writes reviews for the Historical Novels Review. She is
the author of The Romance Fiction of Mills & Boon
1909-1990s, which received excellent reviews on
publication and continues to do so. She has also written
articles and presented academic papers on Georgette
Heyer and her work. The Honorary Secretary of the
Romantic Novelists’ Association, she lives near
Brighton, on the south coast of England, which means
she can indulge her love of the English Regency period
by just hopping on a train!

JAY

HEATHER DOMIN is the author of The Soldier of
Raetia, set in Augustan Rome, and Allegiance, set in
1922 Dublin. She lives in north Florida with her
husband Matt, her cats Jareth and Lemmy, and a lot of
plants. She has a B.A. in History with minors in
Classics and German;
she’s been sharing
stories online since she
was in college, but she’s
been a writer (and
reader) all her life.

JULIANNE DOUGLAS holds a doctorate in French
literature from Princeton University. She specializes in
the literature of the sixteenth century and strives to
bring this rich era of French
history alive in her fiction. Her
first manuscript, the story of a
Renaissance
woman
poet’s
groundbreaking
quest
for
publication, secured her the
representation of Stephanie Cabot
of The Gernert Company.
Julianne’s current manuscript plumbs the world of the
court artist, exposing the forces that transform the
worthiest ambitions into the most vicious of rivalries.
Julianne is a two-time participant of the Squaw Valley
Community of Writers Fiction Workshop. She created
her blog Writing the Renaissance in 2008. The blog
features articles on sixteenth century history and
culture, reviews of historical novels, author interviews,
and musings on the novelist’s craft. Julianne lives in
Northern California with her physicist husband and
three children, in a house brimming with books and
decorated with dreams. www.writingren.blogspot.com
DRAY
is
a
STEPHANIE
bestselling,
multi-published,
award winning author of
historical fiction and fantasy set
in the ancient world. SONG OF
THE NILE, the second book of
her series about Cleopatra’s
Daughter was nominated for a
RITA award and won the Golden
Leaf. Her focus on Ptolemaic Egypt and Augustan Age
Rome has given her a unique perspective on the
consequences of Egypt’s ancient clash with Rome,
both in terms of the still-extant tensions between East
and West as well as the worldwide decline of female-
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oriented religion. Before she wrote novels, Stephanie
was a lawyer, a game designer, and a teacher. Now she
uses the transformative power of magic realism to
illuminate the stories of women in history and inspire
the young women of today. She remains fascinated by
all things Roman or Egyptian and has-to the
consternation of her devoted husband-collected a house
full of cats and ancient artifacts.
STELLA DUFFY grew up in New
Zealand and lives and work in London.
She has written thirteen novels, fifty
short stories, and ten plays. The Room
of Lost Things and State of Happiness
were both longlisted for the Orange
Prize, and she has twice won Stonewall
Writer of the Year. She won the 2002
CWA Short Story Dagger for Martha Grace. She is
currently adapting her novel State of Happiness for
feature film with Zentropa/Fiesta. HBO have optioned
both of her Theodora novels for a TV mini-series.
Stella is also a theatre director and performer.
DUNN
has
lived
J.S.
in Ireland during the past decade, and continues to pursue
the Bronze Age along the
coasts of Spain, France, Wales,
and Ireland. BENDING THE
BOYNE is the first novel to use
the new paradigm from eminent archaeologists including
Sir Barry Cunliffe, Oxford
emeritus, for the Atlantic origins of Gaelic culture and
language. The research for BENDING THE BOYNE
led to diverse friends and experiences. In 2006, the
author attended the Dover Boat Symposium at Dover,
UK, on the earliest known Atlantic wood plank boat. In
September 2012, the author attended a hands-on
bronze sword workshop in Cornwall, UK. Dunn’s
debut novel won the 2011 Next Generation Award for
historical fiction, and was listed for a ForeWord
Reviews historical fiction award. A short story by J.S.
Dunn appears in an anthology of historical fiction from
Chamberton Publishing. Recent appearances include
the iBAM! Festival of Irish books, art, and music,
Chicago 2012. The author has a second novel
underway, set at 1600 BCE, another time of great
change during the Atlantic Bronze Age.
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DAPHNE ELLIS — Born with
her nose in a book, Daphne
was an avid reader from an
early age – a love that
continued through her high
school years. But then college,
marriage, a daughter, law
school and work all got in the
way and it was nearly 20 years
before she picked up a book of her own choosing
again. A career shift in 2006 (and her daughter in high
school) meant she suddenly had free time on her hands
and on a family vacation, she rediscovered the joy of
reading -and something called historical fiction. She’s
been hooked ever since! Daphne collects old, out of
print books about royalty and has a particular weakness
for old book covers – the cheesier the better! Her blog,
Tanzanite’s Castle Full of Books, features new and
upcoming releases, reviews and giveaways.
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CHRISTY ENGLISH – Raised in
Wilmington, NC, Christy English
received
her
undergraduate
degree in history from Duke
University, then began her work
as writer. Instead of going to
graduate school, she decided to
take to heart the wisdom of
Reynolds Price, given once at a North Carolina
Writer’s Conference: “Go into your room, close the
door, sit down at your desk, and write.” She is the
author of the historical novels THE QUEEN’S PAWN
and TO BE QUEEN from New American Library, as
well as the Regency romance HOW TO TAME A
WILLFUL WIFE from Sourcebooks Casablanca.
AUDRA FRIEND is a
Boston-based
book
blogger who reviews as
Unabridged Chick An
Air Force brat, Audra’s
love of reading was
nurtured by her family’s
numerous national and
international moves, and
her family encouraged her reading of historical novels
to learn more about the places they were stationed.
(Audra still turns to historical fiction before any trip!)
Audra studied anthropology and geography as an
undergrad, and she’s most taken with novels that
address the stickier side of history, place, and society
as well as the roles of women, from royals to riffraff.
Professionally, (www.unabridgedchick.com)
DIANA GABALDON is the
author of the award-winning,
best-selling Outlander novels, described by Salon as
“the smartest historical sci-fi
adventure—romance story
ever written by a science
Ph.D. with a background in
scripting ‘Scrooge McDuck
comics.” Outlander began in
1991 and has continued
through several more best-selling novels, with twenty
million copies in print worldwide. Diana has also
written a sub-series featuring Lord John Grey. Diana
emcee'd the fabulous "Late Night Sex Scene Readings"
at the San Diego conference in 2011, and will be
reprising this scandalous event again in St. Petersburg
this year. (www.dianagabaldon.com)
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MARGARET GEORGE is the
author of six epic biographical
novels, featuring Henry VIII,
Mary Queen of Scots, Cleopatra,
Mary Magdalene, Helen of Troy,
and Elizabeth Tudor. All of
these were New York Times
bestsellers (Henry VIII was a
London Times bestseller as well)
and the Cleopatra novel was
made into an ABC-TV Emmy-nominated miniseries.
They have multiple foreign editions. She has been an
invited speaker at Hampton Court, the Tower of
London, and the Folger Shakespeare Library. She has
been interviewed on A & E, CNN, and the History
Channel. She is also the co-author of an illustrated
children’s book about her pet tortoise—whom she has
had for 30 years— Lucille Lost. She is currently at
work on a novel about the Emperor Nero, and an opera
libretto about Herod and Cleopatra.
STEPHEN HART has a Ph.D. in
Archaeology from Macquarie
University in Sydney, Australia.
He lived in Jordan for four years
in the early 1980’s working
mainly on the Edomites, the
people who lived in southern
Jordan in the first millennium
BC. In 1990 he abandoned
academia to work as a
programmer for a computer games company and has
worked in computing ever since. In 2000 while doing
some contract database work for the NSW Police he
chanced upon an article in the police magazine about
Jonathan Wild, a master criminal who lived in early
18th century London. He immediately became hooked
on the period and has written a field guide to Thieves’
Cant and has a novel about Jonathan Wild currently
seeking a publisher. Much of his 18th century research,
including several searchable databases can be found on
his website www.pascalbonenfant.com.
SUSAN HIGGINBOTHAM
has published five novels
set in medieval or Tudor
England and is currently
completing a novel about
Margaret Douglas, Countess of Lennox, as well as a
nonfiction book about the
Woodville family. Her
most recent novel, Her

Highness, the Traitor, tells the story of Lady Jane
Grey’s crowning through the eyes of her mother and
her mother-in-law. Susan lives in North Carolina with
her family, who graciously tolerate the presence of four
bookcases in the kitchen. She loves posting about
history and historical fiction on her blog, History
Refreshed, and spends far too much time on Facebook.
GINA IORIO is a self proclaimed history nerd and loves
all things from the Victorian era. She received her
Bachelor’s Degree in History from Le Moyne College
and her M.S. in Library and Information Science
School Media from Syracuse University. When she
isn’t reading about times gone by, Gina is a high
school librarian in Upstate New York where she has
worked for eight years. In addition, she is the co writer
of Divination a comic that is being published by MTV
Geek. In her spare time she has written some reviews
for the Historical Novel Society and is currently
working on a steam punk novel for teens.

HNS Conference 2013

25

MARCI JEFFERSON – Growing up in an Air Force
family took Marci across the world, inspiring an
interest in culture and
travel, but her passion
for history sparked
while
living
in
Yorktown, Virginia,
where locals still tell
Revolutionary
War
tales. She kept a love
of writing to herself,
and eventually abandoned it to pursue the more
“practical” path of becoming a Registered Nurse.
Years after graduating from Virginia Commonwealth
University, immersing herself in a nursing career, and
then having children, she realized she’d neglected a
few of her passions. She began traveling again, writing
along the way, delving into bits of history. The plot for
her first novel evolved after a trip to London, where
she first learned about the Stuart royals. Thomas
Dunne Books of St. Martin’s Press will release her
debut, The Duchess of Richmond, a Novel of Frances
Stuart, early in 2014. She resides in the Midwest with
her husband, making hair-bows for their daughter,
trying not to step on their son’s Legos, and teaching a
tiny Pacific Parrotlet to talk. Find Marci on Facebook,
Twitter, and at www.marcijefferson.com.
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KATHRYN JOHNSON is the
founder of Write by You
(www.writebyyou.com),
an
author’s mentoring service based
in Silver Spring, Maryland, and
writes under her own name as
well as Mary Hart Perry. Over
40 of her novels have sold to
major
U.S.
and
foreign
publishers. Her first in a series
of Victorian thrillers, The Wild
Princess: A Novel of Queen Victoria’s Defiant
Daughter, launched August 1, 2012. This book, as
well as The Gentleman Poet: A Novel of Shakespeare’s
“The Tempest” (2010, also for HarperCollins), has
received critical acclaim for its innovative blend of
historical fact and entertaining fantasy. An inspiring
conference speaker, she also has served as judge on the
Edgar Awards Committee for the Mystery Writers of
America and is Vice President of the Mid-Atlantic
region of the same organization. When Kathryn isn’t
writing, she teaches The Extreme Novelist, a popular
course she developed for The Writer’s Center, in the
Washington, DC area. Kathryn is a proud member of
the HNS as well as the Author’s Guild, RWA, MWA,
SinC, and NINC.
SHERRY JONES’ most recent
novel, FOUR SISTERS, ALL
QUEENS
(Simon
and
Schuster/Gallery Books), tells
of four sisters in 13th century
Provence who became queens
of France, England, Germany,
and Italy. This tale of love, lust,
intrigue, and sibling rivalry on a
royal scale follows Jones’s
recently released e-novella,
WHITE HEART, about the
formidable French “White Queen” Blanche de Castille.
Jones made international headlines in 2008 with the
release of her controversial debut novel, THE JEWEL
OF MEDINA, for which translation rights have been
sold in 19 languages. Together with its sequel, THE
SWORD OF MEDINA (Beaufort Books), also an
international best-seller, these books tell the tale of
A’isha bint Abi Bakr, the youngest wife of the Prophet
Muhammad and the most famous and influential
woman in the history of Islam. When she’s not
working on her next book – a passionate tale of the 12th
century Parisian lovers Heloise and Abelard — Sherry
is traveling the world as a speaker on topics including
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free speech, Islam, the middle ages, and women’s
rights. In particular, Sherry aims to empower girls and
women with her tales of extraordinary women in
history. Learn more about her and her books at
http://authorsherryjones.com.
MITCHELL JAMES KAPLAN’S first novel, By Fire, By
Water (Other Press), has received numerous awards
and accolades including the 2011 Independent
Publishers Award Gold Medal for Historical Fiction,
the ForeWord Magazine Book of the Year Award
Bronze Medal for
Historical Fiction, an
Eric Hoffer Award
Honorable Mention
in the General Fiction
category, and the
Adelina Della Pergola
Prize for the Italian
edition. It was one of
fifteen novels nominated for the Goodreads Choice Award in Historical
Fiction and was selected as Book of the Year by “One
Book, One Jewish Community” organizations in
Philadelphia, Houston, Portland (OR), and the State of
Delaware. Fascinated with the history of religions,
Mitchell is currently at work on a second novel, set
primarily in Rome and Judea during the birth of
Christianity and rabbinic Judaism. He also writes book
reviews for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Mitchell is a
graduate of Yale University. (mitchelljameskaplan.com
and mitchell.j.kaplan@mitchelljameskaplan.com)
SUSANNA KEARSLEY is a former
museum curator and avid amateur
genealogist. The past and its bearing
on the present is a familiar theme in
her books. Her novel Mariana won
the UK’s Catherine Cookson Prize in
1993, and her books have since been
translated and sold into more than
twenty countries. Her ninth novel, The Winter Sea,
spent five weeks on the USA Today and New York
Times bestseller lists, won 2011’s RT Reviewer’s
Choice Award for Best Historical Fiction, and has sold
more than a quarter of a million copies in the USA
alone. She lives in Canada.

KENT’S
first
KATHLEEN
novel, The Heretic’s Daughter,
has been a New York Times
bestseller, both in hardcover
and in paperback. The story
chronicles the life of Martha
Carrier,
the
author’s
grandmother back 9 generations, during the Salem witch
trials of 1692, and is based in
part on family stories passed
down through many generations. Published now in 15 countries, it was the
recipient of the 2008 David J. Langum, Sr. award for
American historical fiction. Ms. Kent’s second novel,
The Traitor’s Wife, (The Wolves of Andover in
hardcover)was released in paperback in September
2011. A prequel to The Heretic’s Daughter, the novel
chronicles the life of Thomas Carrier, husband to
Martha; a man local Massachusetts’ lore and family
legend said was a soldier during the English Civil War,
and involved with the execution of King Charles I of
England. The Traitor’s Wife is also a New York
Times bestseller. The author has completed her third
novel: Lucinda. Set in Texas in 1870, the novel is
based on a true-life serial killer who terrorized settlers
across the state, the young and inexperienced Texas
State Policeman who pursued him, and a remarkable
woman fleeing a life of prostitution to begin anew as a
school teacher (scheduled for release in September of
2013). Ms. Kent currently resides in Dallas, Texas.
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ELIZA KNIGHT is the owner of
the popular historical blog,
History Undressed. She is also
a bestselling, award-winning,
multi-published
author
of
historical romance. She is also
currently working on a Tudorera series of historical women’s
fiction. Eliza grew up playing
in castle ruins and traipsing the
halls of Versailles when visiting her grandparents
during the summer, which instilled a love of history
and royals at an early age. She resides in Maryland
with her husband and three daughters.
JOANNE LEWIS is an attorney
and author who lives in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida. As a lawyer,
she is a family mediator and
guardian ad litem who represents
the best interests of children. As
a writer, she creates character
driven novels and has a special
interest
in
mysteries
and

historical novels. She has self-published three novels to
date and is the Author Advisor for Telemachus
Press. Joanne is the author of The Lantern, a
Renaissance mystery. This historical novel tells the
story of a woman in modern day Miami who searches
for a girl in 15th Century Florence, Italy who dared to
enter a competition to build the lantern on top of
Brunelleschi’s dome. The Lantern won first place in
the Royal Palm Literary Awards for historical fiction.
She is also the co-author of the award winning novel
Wicked Good, which tells the story of a boy with
Asperger’s syndrome who searches for his birth
parents. Joanne has used her experience as a former
prosecutor to bring Make Your Own Luck, a Remy
Summer Woods mystery, to life. Make Your Own is the
first book in the series and is award winning. Joanne
makes a living as an attorney and lives her dreams as a
writer. See her website at www.joannelewiswrites.com
or email her at jtawnylewis@gmail.com.
JACK WOODVILLE LONDON — Jack Woodville
London is an internationally acclaimed author, World
War II historian and trial-attorney in Austin, Texas.
He is a graduate of the University of Texas Law
School and a former captain in the US Army
Quartermaster Corps. Jack’s foundation began when
he was elected managing
editor of the University of
Texas International Law
Journal in 1970. Since
then he has authored a long
list of technical articles and
papers on various legal
topics, and has spoken at
numerous legal programs
throughout the United
States
as
well
as
internationally. In 2003,
Jack put aside legal writing
to enroll in the prestigious
writing school of St. Céré, France where he graduated
from among other esteemed writers. Jack has spent
much of his life exploring a deep interest in World War
II and its effects on the home front—particularly small
towns. His love for writing and history united to
produce his French Letters series of novels which have
been internationally praised for their meticulous
historical research and ability to capture the language,
attitudes, and moral culture of their setting. To learn
more about his books, articles and other projects visit
his website at www.jwlbooks.com. Jack’s passion for
writing resonates in all of his literary works, earning

them the national acclaim they have received. Most
recently, Jack’s French Letters series received
honorable mention at the 2011 London Book Festival
and The Military Writers Society of America awarded
him the prestigious honor of 2011-2012 Author of the
Year for Engaged in War, the second installment in the
trilogy.
ADELAIDA LUCENA-LOWER is a writer, devoted HF
reader, and long-time HNS
reviewer. She was born in the city
of Ibn-Battuta, Tangier, Morocco,
of Spanish parents. Her family
spoke in Castilian and French and,
when they did not want her to
know what they were saying, in
Arabic. No surprise that she would
end up learning languages and
becoming an E.S.L. teacher. After
marrying, she traveled with her family to faraway
places and lived in countries in five continents.
Manassas, Virginia, is home right now. She has
completed a novel about fifteen-century Spain, and is
researching the next. www.adelaidalucenalower.com.
JEANNE MACKIN is the
author of several historical
novels including The Sweet
By and By (St. Martin’s
Press), based on the lives of
nineteenth
century
spiritualist Maggie Fox and
her sisters. She is also the
author Dreams of Empire
(Kensington Books), a domestic comedy set in
Napoleonic Egypt, The Queen’s War (St. Martin’s
Press) a novel about Eleanor of Aquitaine and the
Courts of Love, and The Frenchwoman (St. Martin’s
Press), a romance set in revolutionary France and the
Pennsylvania wilderness. Writing as Anna Maclean
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she is author of the Louisa May Alcott mystery trilogy
(NAL); the most recent is Louisa and the Crystal
Gazer. She is also the author of the Cornell Book of
Herbs and Edible Flowers (Cornell University
publications) and co-editor of The Norton Book of
Love (W.W. Norton.). She teaches creative writing at
Goddard College in Vermont, and has taught or
conducted workshops in Pennsylvania, Hawaii and
New York. She lives with her husband in a nineteenth
century farmhouse in upstate New York, with a spirit
who sings in French, and several cats.
ERIKA MAILMAN is a freelancer and historical novelist
living in northern California.
Her first book, Woman of Ill
Fame, tells the tale of a Gold
Rush prostitute embroiled in a
serial murder case and was a
Pushcart Press Editor’s Book
Award nominee. Her second
novel, The Witch’s Trinity,
looks at a medieval woman accused of witchcraft by
her own daughter-in-law and was a San Francisco
Chronicle Notable Book and a finalist for the Bram
Stoker Award. She has been a Yaddo fellow and a
juror for the Shirley Jackson Awards. She teaches
novel writing online through mediabistro.com. Visit
her at www.erikamailman.com.
KRISTINA BLANK MAKANSI — A Midwesterner with
an international sensibility. Kristy, along with two
partners, founded Blank Slate Press in 2010 to
discover, nurture, publish and
promote new voices from the
greater Saint Louis (MO) area
and beyond. Prior to BSP, she
worked as a copywriter,
marketing coordinator, web and
collateral designer, and manuscript editor. She has a B.A. in
Government from University of
Texas at Austin and a M.A.T. from the College of New
Jersey and an opinion on everything—including that
traditional genre boundaries should not apply to great
writing. She is hard at work revising her historical
fiction, Oracles of Delphi, set in ancient Greece and is
collaborating on a YA sci-fi trilogy with her two
daughters.
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SUSAN MCDUFFIE has been a
fan of historical fiction since
childhood. As a child, Susan
spent such vast amounts of time
reading historical fiction that
she wondered if she was
mistakenly born in the wrong
century. Susan’s first published
works were two Regency short
stories in Regency Press
anthologies. Susan’s childhood
interest in Scotland was fueled by stories of the
McDuffie clan’s ancestral lands on Colonsay and their
traditional role as “Keeper of the Records” for the Lord
of the Isles. On her first visit to Scotland she
hitchhiked her way through the Hebrides and the seeds
for the medieval Muirteach MacPhee mysteries were
planted. The Muirteach mysteries include A MASS
FOR THE DEAD (2006), THE FAERIE HILLS
(2011), and THE STUDY OF MURDER (September
2013). The New Mexico Book Awards named THE
FAERIE HILLS “Best Historical Novel” of 2011.
Currently plotting Muirteach’s next adventure, Susan
shares her life with a Native American artist and four
unruly cats, and enjoys taking flamenco dance classes
in her spare time. She loves to hear from readers and
her website is www.SusanMcDuffie.net.

ALISON MCMAHAN is an
award-winning
screenwriter,
author and filmmaker. She is
the president of Homunculus
Productions. Her most recent
film is Bare Hands and
Wooden Limbs (2010) narrated
by Sam Waterston. She is
currently in post-production on
the feature documentary The Eight Faces of Jane and
the short documentary Gluteus Maxximus . She is
represented by Alexia Melocchi of Little Studio Films.
She is the author the award-winning book Alice Guy
Blaché, Lost Visionary of the Cinema (Continuum
2002), which was translated into Spanish by Plots
Ediciones and has been optioned to be made into a
film. She is also the author of The Films of Tim
Burton: Animating Live Action in Hollywood
(Continuum 2005), as well as numerous newspaper
and scholarly articles on film and new media. She has
a BFA in Drama (Catholic University), an MFA in
Film Production (New York University), MFA in
Creative Writing (StoneCoast Program at the
University of Southern Maine) and a Ph.D. in Film
Studies (Union Institute & University).
www.AlisonMcMahan.com
www.HomunculusProds.com
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DONNA RUSSO MORIN’S
passion for the written word
began when she was a child,
took on a feminist edge as
she grew through the sixties,
and blossomed into a
distinctive style of actionfilled historical fiction at a
defining moment in her life.
With two degrees from the University of Rhode Island,
the state in which she was born and raised, Donna’s
first book, The Courtier’s Secret (2009) won RWIRWA’s Best First Book Award and was a finalist in
the National Readers’ Choice Award. The Secret of the
Glass (2010), her second book, received a Single Titles
Reviewers’ Choice Award and was a finalist in the
USA Best Books of the Year Contest. Also a recipient
of a Single Titles Reviewers’ Choice Award and a
finalist in the USA Best Books of the Year Contest,
Donna’s third Book, To Serve a King (2011), was a
finalist in Foreword Magazine’s Book of the Year
Award as well. The King’s Agent (2012), Donna’s
latest release, received a coveted starred review in
Publishers Weekly. Donna is currently at work on a
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major trilogy about the clandestine birth of a female
Renaissance artist set in Medici-ruled Florence.
KAMRAN PASHA is a historical novelist as well as a
Hollywood screenwriter and director. He has
published two historical novels
through Simon & Schuster:
“Mother of the Believers,”
which shows the rise of Islam
from the eyes of Prophet
Muhammad’s wife Aisha; and
“Shadow of the Swords,”
which follows the conflict
between Richard the Lionheart
and the Muslim leader Saladin
for control of Jerusalem during
the Crusades. Kamran has recently served as a writer
and producer on television shows such as “Nikita” on
the CW and the “Tron: Uprising” animated series on
Disney XD. Previously he served as a writer and
producer for NBC’s television series “Kings.” His
other credits include serving as producer on NBC’s
remake of “Bionic Woman,” and co-producer of
Showtime Network’s Golden Globe nominated series
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“Sleeper Cell,” about a Muslim FBI agent who
infiltrates a terrorist group. Kamran holds a B.A. and
an MBA from Dartmouth College, a J.D. from Cornell
Law School, and an MFA from UCLA Film School.
He spent three years as a journalist in New York City,
interviewing prominent international figures such as
Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, Peruvian
President Alberto Fujimori, and Pakistani Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto. Kamran continues to serve as
a major Muslim voice in the media as a blogger on the
Huffington Post.
SOPHIE PERINOT is the author
of the acclaimed debut “The
Sister Queens” (NAL/Penguin
2012), which weaves the story of
medieval sisters Marguerite and
Eleanor of Provence who became
queens of France and England
respectively.
A
long-time
member of the Historical Novel
Society, Sophie is proud to have attended all of the
group’s North American Conferences. She is a
founding member of two blogs—From the Write Angle
and Book Pregnant—geared to supporting debut and
developing writers. When she is not chauffeuring one
of her three children, Sophie can be found ensconced
in a corner of 16th century France working on a new
book.

DOLEN PERKINS-VALDEZ is the

author of the New York Times
bestselling historical novel Wench
(Amistad/HarperCollins
2010).
Her fiction has appeared in Robert
Olen Butler Prize Stories 2009,
The Kenyon Review, and elsewhere. She is a former University
of California post-doctoral fellow
and graduate of Harvard. Dolen lives in Washington, DC, with her family.
TERALYN ROSE PILGRIM

grew up in Portland,
Oregon and got her
Bachelor’s
Degree
in
English from Brigham
Young University. During
her freshman year she fell
in love with a Southern boy
and now lives with her
husband of seven years in
Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Teralyn writes primarily
about religious historical women. She is seeking
representation for Sacred Fire, a novel set in
Ancient Rome about the Vestal Virgin Tuccia,
who had to perform a miracle from the gods to
escape execution. The novel she’s working on
now, Voodoo Queen, is about the (in)famous
voodoo leader Marie Laveau, who ruled and
terrified
New
Orleans
th
throughout the 19 century.
She played roller derby on a
local team for a year and a
half but retired temporarily
now that she’s expecting her
first child, who is due in
August. When she’s not
working on her books, she
blogs about her experiences
as a budding author at A
Writer’s Journey:
www.teralynpilgrim.
blogspot.com.
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DONALD PLATT – Born and raised in San Francisco,
Donald received his B.A. in History from the
University of California at Berkeley. After Donald
moved to southern California, he sold to the TV series,
Mr. Novak, ghosted Your Hair
and Your Diet for health food
guru, Dan Dale Alexander, and
wrote screenplays for and with
diverse producers, among them
as Harry Joe Brown, Sig
Schlager, Albert J. Cohen, and
Al Ruddy. Options were taken on
his unpublished WWII fighter
ace novel and several treatments.
After living in Florianópolis, Brazil, setting of his
horror novel A Gathering of Vultures, Dark Hart 2007,
2012, Donald moved to Florida where he wrote
Vitamin Enriched, pub.1999, for Carl DeSantis,
founder of Rexall Sundown Vitamins; and The
Couple’s Disease, Finding a Cure for Your Lost
“Love” Life, pub. 2002, for Lawrence S. Hakim, MD,
FACS, Head of Sexual Dysfunction Unit at the
Cleveland Clinic. Donald’s historical novel,
Rocamora, set in 17th century Spain and Amsterdam
during their Golden Ages, was released by Raven’s
Wing Books December. 2008. It was republished by
Briona Glen, September, 2011. His completed sequel
House of Rocamora, set in 17th century Amsterdam,
was published November, 2012 by Briona Glen.
Donald has completed Bodo, a novel set in the 9th
century Carolingian Empire about another unusual
historical character, Bodo, the Apostate, and he is
currently polishing Close to the Sun, his WWII novel
about American and German fighter aces.
KATE QUINN is a bestselling novelist and lifelong
history buff who first got hooked on ancient Rome
while watching “I, Claudius” at the age of seven. She
wrote her first novel during her
freshman year in college,
retreating from a Boston winter
into ancient Rome, and it was
later published as “Mistress of
Rome.” A prequel followed,
titled “Daughters of Rome,” and
then a sequel, “Empress of the
Seven Hills,” written while her
husband was deployed to the
Middle East. Kate is currently working on her fourth
novel, set in the Italian Renaissance. She and her
husband now live in Maryland with an imperious black
dog named Caesar.

FREDERICK RAMSAY — Dr. Frederick Ramsay was
born in Baltimore. He is a graduate
of Washington and Lee University
and received his doctorate from the
University of Illinois. After a stint
in the Army, he joined the faculty
of the University of Maryland,
School of Medicine. During this
time he also pursued studies in
theology and in 1971 was ordained
an Episcopal priest. He is now retired from full-time
ministry and writes fiction. His first novel, Artscape,
was published by Poisoned Pen Press and launched
July, 2004. Since that time he has published fourteen
books. His books range in genre from historical (The
Jerusalem Mysteries) to Africa, to police procedurals
set in the Shenandoah Valley (The Ike Schwartz
Mysteries.) In addition his Impulse was named One of
the Best 100 Books of the Year in 2006. He is an
iconographer, an accomplished public speaker and
once hosted a television spot, Prognosis, on WMARTV, Baltimore and can be seen on occasion on Channel
22 (Cox) as a sometime panelist.

SHARMAN BURSON RAMSEY is
an Alabama native and graduate
of the University of Alabama
where she was a member of
Delta Delta Delta sorority. She
later earned her MSE at Troy
University. Ramsey is a former
teacher, adjunct professor and
freelance writer with articles and
short stories published in
scholarly and literary journals
and lifestyle magazines. She is a member of the
Historical Novel Society, the Florida Historical
Society, Alabama Historical Society, the Georgia
Historical Society, and several genealogical societies.
Ramsey will be on an American History Panel at the
Historical Novel Society conference, is a member of
the Faculty for the Chautauqua Society and will be a
presenter at several book festivals in the coming year,
including the South Carolina Book Festival, the
Southern Kentucky Book Festival, and the Amelia
Island Book Festival. Ramsey’s avid fascination with
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genealogy inspired her website, Southern-style.com, a
Southern culture website that includes Genealogy,
History, Recipes, Southern Wedding, the Southern
Monet Garden, and Southern Manners and Etiquette,
with 6,000 to 8,000 unique visitors monthly. Through
her genealogical research, Ramsey discovered her
Native American heritage which led to the writing of
Swimming with Serpents, her debut novel, the first in
the Serpents series family saga. Nest of Vipers, the first
sequel to Swimming with Serpents, is scheduled for
release in 2013. It follows Red Sticks who survived the
Battle of Horseshoe Bend into the First Seminole War.
The discovery of a Mayan connection to the Native
American ancestry through a Tribal DNA test has led
to the novel Déjà Vu All Over Again yet to be
committed. Ramsey is a native Alabamian who now
splits her time between Dothan, Alabama, and Panama
City, Florida, with her attorney husband of 43 years
and their standard poodle Gracie. They have three
children, two granddaughters and two grandsons with
the tie breaker on the way.
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LEV RAPHAEL is the author of Rosedale in Love: A
Gilded Age Novel and twenty-three other books in
genres from memoir to mystery to Jane Austen mashup. Rosedale in
Love re-imagines
Edith Wharton’s
classic The House
of Mirth from the
viewpoint of one
of Lily Bart’s
despised suitors.
Laurie R. King
hailed Rosedale in
Love as “richly textured and darkly witty.” Widely
anthologized in the U.S. and England, Lev has done
hundreds of talks and readings from his work on three
different continents. His fiction and non-fiction have
been translated into a dozen languages and his current
and future literary papers have been purchased by
Michigan State University’s Special Archives. Lev’s

fiction and creative non-fiction are taught at colleges
and universities across North–which means he’s
become homework. He escaped academia in 1988 to
write and review full-time and never looked back. Lev
has been the resident book reviewer for two NPR
stations in Michigan as well as having his own public
radio talk show where he interviewed Salman Rushdie,
Erica Jong, Julian Barnes and many other authors.
He’s also been a radio producer and DJ, as well as
reviewing for the Washington Post and the Detroit
Free Press among other publications. He currently
blogs about books and culture for The Huffington Post
and his web site is www.levraphael.com. Follow him
on Twitter at @LevRaphael and Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/levraphael.
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HEATHER RIESECK is the
creator of and blogger for The
Maiden’s Court, which was
started while she was a senior
in college in 2009 as a creative
outlet and as a way to be able
to discuss her favorite genre
with like-minded others (and
to give her poor boyfriend a break from listening to
“Tudor this, Tudor that”). While reading the books on
her bookshelf and exploring the historical world
around them, she never dreamed that an author would
actually read her blog or that she would ever be pitched
an opportunity to review a book. It all took off from
there! Four years later, Heather currently balances her
time between a full time government job (with a two
hour commute round trip), working on her Masters
degree in History (concentrating on the Ancients and
Classics), and still finding time to read and blog.
When she isn’t doing one of those things she likes to
travel to historical sites or just around town, take
photographs, cook, play video games, and hang out
with family and friends. Heather grew up in a rural
Connecticut town, however for the last 3 years has
traded in rural Connecticut for rural Massachusetts
where she lives with her longtime boyfriend and two
crazy cats. (www.themaidenscourt.blogspot.com)
JUDITH ROCK has been professional
dancer, police officer, professor,
playwright and actress. Doctoral
research in France led to her Charles
du Luc historical mystery series
(Berkley/Penguin), set in 1680′s
Paris. Charles, ex-soldier turned
Jesuit, teaches Latin rhetoric and helps
produce the student ballets at the Paris Jesuit school.
With Paris’s first police chief, he regularly finds

himself trying to bring justice–and compassion–to a
changing and dangerous city. The series includes The
Rhetoric of Death (2010), The Eloquence of Blood
(2011), A Plague of Lies (2012), and an e-novella,
Pernelle’s Escape. Last spring Judith spoke about the
novels at The American Library in Paris and at Louis
le Grand, Charles’s school, now France’s star lycée
(secondary school). Louis le Grand has invited her
back to speak at its 450th anniversary Symposium this
May, about old Louis le Grand’s Jesuit ballets and the
Charles du Luc books, which bring that history to life.
JULIE ROSE is an author
of unique historic and
contemporary fiction with
a particular interest in the
intersection
of
the
spiritual and secular, the
supernatural and the
everyday, the past and the
present, and the deep,
instinctual draw of the
land. Oleanna, shortlisted for finalists in the 2011 Faulkner-Wisdom
literary competition, is her second novel. The Pilgrim
Glass, a finalist in the 2005 Faulkner-Wisdom and
semi-finalist in the 2009 Amazon Breakthrough Novel
Awards, was published in 2010. Her short fiction has
been published in speculative fiction magazines Behind
the Wainscot, Serendipity, and Hugo-nominated
Expanded Horizons. She is the current co-chair of the
Historical Novel Society – Northern California chapter
and former reviewer for the Historical Novels Review.
She lives in the Bay Area and enjoys reading,
following the San Francisco Giants, watching episodes
of Doctor Who, and enjoying the amazing natural
beauty of Northern California.
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VICKY ALVEAR SHECTER is
the author of the award-winning
young adult historical fiction
novel,
Cleopatra’s
Moon,
named one of the best books of
2012 by the Center for
Children’s Literature. Her next
young adult historical novel, set
in Pompeii, will be released in
2014. She also writes historical
nonfiction, including, Anubis
Speaks! A Guide to the Afterlife by the Egyptian God of
the Dead (October, 2013), Cleopatra Rules! The
Amazing Life of the Original Teen Queen (2010) and
Alexander the Great Rocks the World (2006), named as
one of the “25 Books all Georgia Children Should
Read” by the Georgia Center for the Book. She is also
a docent at the Michael C. Carlos Museum of
Antiquities at Emory University.
MARY SHARRATT is an
American writer who lives in
the
Pendle
region
of
Lancashire, Northern England,
the setting for her acclaimed
2010 novel, Daughters of the
Witching Hill, which recasts
the Pendle Witches of 1612 in
their historical context as
cunning folk and healers.
Previously she lived for twelve
years in Germany. This, along with her interest in
sacred music and herbal medicine, inspired her to write
her most recent novel, Illuminations: A Novel of
Hildegard von Bingen, which explores the dramatic
life of the 12th century Benedictine abbess, composer,
polymath, and powerfrau. Winner of the 2005 WILLA
Literary Award and a Minnesota Book Award Finalist,
Mary has also written the acclaimed historical novels
Summit Avenue (Coffee House 2000), The Real
Minerva (Houghton Mifflin 2004), The Vanishing
Point (Houghton Mifflin 2006), and co-edited the
subversive fiction anthology Bitch Lit (Crocus Books
2006), which celebrates female anti-heroes—strong
women who break all the rules. Her short fiction has
been published in Twin Cities Noir (Akashic Books
2006). Mary writes regular articles for Historical
Novels Review and Solander. Her articles and essays
have recently appeared in Publisher’s Weekly,
Huffington Post, and the Wall Street Journal. She was
also selected by NPR to write a round up of the Best
Historical Novels of 2012.

ANNE EASTER SMITH’S love
of medieval English history
began during her childhood in
England, where she grew up
with London on her doorstep.
Her five-book contract with
Simon & Schuster’s Touchstone Books is a series about
the York family during the
Wars of the Roses. Anne’s
third book, The King’s Grace
won the Romantic Times Best Historical Biography
award in 2009 and her fourth, Queen By Right was
nominated in the 2012 Best Historical Fiction category
also by Romantic Times. The recently published Royal
Mistress is the final book in the York saga and tells the
story of Edward IV’s “merriest” mistress, Jane Shore.
Anne has lived for 43 years in US, on both coasts, but
now lives in Newburyport, MA with her husband,
Scott. When not writing, Anne is usually found acting
or directing on her local stage.
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SUSAN SPANN is
the author of Claws
of the Cat (St.
Martin’s/Minotaur,
July 2013), the first
installment in the
Shinobi Mysteries
featuring
ninja
detective Hiro Hattori. Susan is also a practicing
California attorney with over ten years’ experience in
intellectual property, publishing and contract law. Find
her online at http://www.susanspann.com or
@SusanSpann.
VICKIE SUTTON, MPA, Ph.D.,
J.D., is a professor of Law and
Environmental Toxicology (the
study of poisons) at Texas Tech
University in Lubbock, Texas.
She is director of the Center for
Biodefense, Law and Public
Policy
and
directs
the
Environmental Toxicology joint
degree program.
She has
authored non-fiction books on
biotechnology, nanotechnology and articles on
toxicology. Her fiction writing is influenced by law,
toxics and biological weapons. Her most recent work is
a story of a young Lithuanian woman in 1511 whose
life goal changes to become a physician when her
family died from the plague. She travels to the
University of Padua in Italy to enroll in medical school
where she falls in love with her med school classmate
who turns out to be an altruistic highwayman.
Together they fight an unusual plague which threatens
to bring Padua to defeat by the Vatican in the Italian
Wars. “Captured by a Highwayman” was a finalist in
the Golden Acorn historical romance category.
DEBORAH SWIFT used to work in the theatre and at the
BBC as a set and costume designer, and has worked on
productions as
diverse
as
Shakespeare
and
Science
Fiction. Later
she took a post
as a lecturer in
theatre history
and art history
at the University
of Manchester, working with undergraduates and

44

HNS Conference 2013

supervising their academic research. She studied for an
M.A. in Creative Writing in 2007, and now divides her
time between writing and teaching. Her first book The
Lady’s Slipper was shortlisted for the Impress Prize
and published by the controversial imprint Macmillan
New Writing, which allowed un-agented open
submissions. The novel was subsequently published by
St Martin’s Press in the US. Since then she has
published The Gilded Lily and her new novel, A
Divided Inheritance, will be released in 2013 (both Pan
Macmillan). She lives near the Lake District National
Park in England, in a historic village of 17th century
houses – all quaint chimneys and mullioned windows.
She is passionate about nature and enjoys exploring the
varied landscape where she lives – the lakes, the
mountains and the coast.
V.E. (EVA) ULETT – A long
time resident of California,
V.E. Ulett is an avid reader as
well as writer of historical
fiction. V.E. is a member of the
National Books Critics Circle
and an active member and
reviewer for the Historical
Novel Society. Eighteenth and
nineteenth century journals and
letters inspired the writing of
CAPTAIN BLACKWELL’S PRIZE. The sequel takes
Captain Blackwell and Mercedes to the far side of the
world, on a new personal, and cultural adventure.
EMILY CLARK VICTORSON is
the co-founder and publisher of
Allium Press of Chicago. Prior
to starting the press she worked
as a librarian, historian, and
book designer. Allium Press was
founded in 2009 as a small,
independent press to publish
literary fiction, historical fiction,
mysteries, thrillers, and young
adult fiction, all with a Chicago
connection. The press will release its tenth book in
June 2013, a thriller partly set in the 1930s. Other
historical titles include the Emily Cabot Mysteries
series by Frances McNamara, and the young adult
novel Her Mother’s Secret by Barbara Garland
Polikoff, all set in 1890s Chicago; and the historical
novel Beautiful Dreamer by Joan Naper, set in Chicago
at the turn-of-the-century. All Allium Press books are
published both in print form and as ebooks.
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KRIS WALDHERR is an author, illustrator, and
designer whose art has
been exhibited in the
National Museum of
Women in the Arts. She
is the acclaimed author
of many books including
DOOMED
QUEENS
(Broadway Doubleday),
THE LOVER’S PATH,
and THE BOOK OF
GODDESSES (Abrams
Books). The New Yorker praised DOOMED QUEENS
as “utterly satisfying,” and THE LOVER’S PATH was
called “a feast—a full-color picture book for adults that
tells a wrenching story of eternal love” by NPR Books.
Waldherr’s upcoming publications include THE LILY
MAID, a novel set in the art world of Victorian
England.

BARRY WEBB has an M.A. in
Ancient History, and M.A. in
Near Eastern Studies, has taught
history, worked as a translator
for
various
government
agencies, and has studied
Arabic,
Biblical
Hebrew,
Akkadian, and a smattering of
other ancient Near Eastern
languages. He has published
nonfiction in the Ancient
Warfare magazine, and has completed the first volume
of a trilogy based on Nabu Na’id, the last king of
Babylon, and a prequel to the trilogy based on Adad
Guppi, the last king of Babylon’s mother. He is also
working on a multi-era Michener-type epic on Arabia,
and a modern thriller that draws upon ancient Near
Eastern history, religion, and language. His ancient
history-related websites include:
www.lastkingofbabylon.com,
www.highpriestessofthe
crescentmoon.com and www.biblebabel.net.

HEATHER WEBB is the author of
BECOMING JOSEPHINE, her
debut historical coming 2014
from Plume/Penguin. Heather
grew up a military brat and
naturally became obsessed with
travel, culture, and languages. She
put her degrees to good use
teaching high school French for
nearly a decade before turning to
full time writing and editing. As a freelance editor,
Heather spends oodles of time helping writers find
their voice and hone their skills–something she adores.
She may often be found Twittering helpful links,
sharing writing advice and author interviews on her
blog Between the Sheets, or teaching Novel Writing in
her
community.
Another
favorite
haunt
is RomanceUniversity.org, where she contributes to the
Editor’s Posts. When not writing, Heather flexes her
foodie skills and chases her young children. You may
even catch her gobbling the odd bonbon.
ANN WEISGARBER is the author of The Promise and
The Personal History of Rachel DuPree. She was
nominated for England’s 2009
Orange Prize and for the 2009
Orange Award for New
Writers. In the United States,
she won the Stephen Turner
Award for New Fiction and the
Langum Prize for American
Historical Fiction. She was
shortlisted for the Ohioana
Book Award and was a Barnes
and Noble Discover New
Writer. The film rights for The
Personal History of Rachel DuPree have been
optioned by actress Viola Davis. Ann was born and
raised in Kettering, Ohio. She is a graduate of Wright
State University in Dayton and the University of
Houston. She lives in Sugar Land, Texas, and is
working on her next novel that takes place in Utah
during 1888. Ann is a judge for the Langum Prize for
American Historical Fiction.
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ALANA WHITE’S fascination with the Italian Renaissance led to her first
short historical mystery
fiction, then to the fulllength novel, The Sign of
the Weeping Virgin (Five
Star, December 2012).
Set
in
Renaissance
Florence, The Sign of the
Weeping Virgin features
real-life lawyer Guid’
Antonio Vespucci and his
adventurous young nephew, Amerigo Vespucci, as
they investigate crime in fifteenth-century Florence at
the time of the Medicis. Alana’s book reviews appear
regularly in Renaissance Magazine and the Historical
Novels Review. A member of the Historical Novel
Society, Sisters in Crime, Mystery Writers of America,
and the Author’s Guild, she resides in Nashville, TN,
where she is currently writing her second Guid’
Antonio Vespucci mystery.

Visit Alana at www.alanawhite.com.
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STEVE WIEGENSTEIN is an
academic scholar of utopian
movements, a published
fiction writer, and a fifthgeneration native of the
Ozarks, who currently lives
in Columbia, Missouri.
During the late 1970s and
early 1980s, he published
Ozark Review, a literary
journal, while working as a
newspaper reporter. He has
written a considerable amount of short fiction, which
has been published in Southern Humanities Review,
Louisiana Literature, Nebraska Review, Oxford
Magazine, and others. He is also a dedicated promoter
of writing in Missouri, currently serving as president of
the Missouri Writers’ Guild. Slant of Light, his debut
novel, was published in April 2012 and was recently
named the runner-up for the 2012 Langum Prize in
American Historical Fiction. Slant of Light‘s first
chapter was also the winner of the “Novels – First
Chapter” category in the Green River Writers 2008
competition and was a semifinalist in the William Van
Wert Fiction Competition.
SUZY WITTEN’S career
spans twenty years in the
entertainment industry: as a
filmmaker,
screenwriter,
story analyst, and editor for
film and television. A
graduate of USC’s School of
Cinematic Arts, she was
nominated for a Women In
Film filmmaking award, and was a Walt Disney
Studios Fellowship finalist for her story of the Salem
witch hunt of 1692. She is in the process of finishing a
new book, and also works intermittently as a writer,
researcher, and liaison during disasters for the U.S.
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
She resides in Los Angeles. Her first novel, The
Afflicted Girls, won the 2010 Independent Publisher
(IPPY) silver medal for historical fiction.
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Board of Directors

CHAIR
VANITHA SANKARAN

is a novelist whose debut
work, Watermark: A Novel of the
Middle Ages, was published in
2010 by HarperCollins. Set in
fourteenth century France, the
novel tells the story of a mute
daughter of the town papermaker
who finds escape and solace in the
wonder of the written word.
Vanitha originally embarked on a
career in the biomedical sciences,
earning her Ph.D. in the field from Northwestern
University. Writing was never far from her mind,
however, and after publishing a number of awardwinning short stories online and in print, she earned an
MFA in Creative Writing from Antioch University.
www.vanithasankaran.com.

HOTEL & BOOKSELLER LIAISON
JOYCE ELSON MOORE is an

award-winning novelist whose
appearances include conferences
throughout the U.S. where she
gives workshops on the craft of
writing. Her historical novel, The
Tapestry Shop, won the Bronze
Medallion from the prestigious
Florida Book Awards in the
category of Popular Fiction. An historical romance
took First Place in the RPLA Awards sponsored by the
Florida Writers’ Association, and was rated four stars
in Romantic Times. She also has written a book about
historic sites in Florida. Two of her novels, available in
digital format, are part of a planned series on Women
in History. They are published under her pen name,
Elizabeth Elson, and sell worldwide

SECRETARY
CINDY VALLAR is a historical novelist and a free-

lance
editor.
The
former
Associate Editor of Industry for
HNS’s Solander Magazine, she
now writes her column, “The Red
Pencil,” for Historical Novels
Review. Cindy, who received the
first Friend of Clan Cameron
Award in 2005, has written The
Scottish Thistle, a novel of the
Rising of 1745, and Odin’s Stone, a historical romantic
short story about the medieval feud between the
MacKinnons and MacLeans on the Isle of Skye. She is

also the Editor of Pirates and Privateers, an online
publication about the history of maritime piracy. Her
current work-in-progress is a novel that combines her
love of history with her passion for pirates. She
presents workshops, both online and in person, for
writers who want to bring more realism and historical
accuracy to their novels. http://www.cindyvallar.com

EDITOR/AGENT COORDINATOR

MARIAN FOX, has enjoyed a long
career as an artist/educator. Her
degrees from the University of
Florida, B.A.A., M.Ed., Ed.S.,
include major areas of study in
painting, studio arts, art history,
criticism of art, art education, and
doctoral studies in curriculum and
instruction. She is the former Director of Visual
Resources for the UF Colleges of Fine Arts,
Architecture, and Arts and Sciences and served as
lecturer and docent trainer for the Fine Arts Gallery.
Writing fiction is a relatively new endeavor; her
current work-in-progress is a historical novel set in
Italy during the late 19th century with the major
characters emigrating to New York’s “Little Italy” in
the early decades of the 20th century. She is on the
Board of Directors for the Florida Chapter of the
Historical Novel Society. She is also a member of
RWA, and serves as publicist for SSRA of Citrus
County. She and her husband Gene are Charter Board
members of the Citrus Cultural Alliance.

WEBMASTER & PUBLICITY

MARY F. BURNS is the author of Portraits of an Artist,
is a member of and book reviewer
for the Historical Novel Society.
Her debut historical novel J-The
Woman Who Wrote the Bible was
published in July 2010 by OBooks (John Hunt Publishers,
UK). Ms. Burns was born in
Chicago, Illinois and attended Northern Illinois
University in DeKalb, where she earned both
Bachelors and Masters degrees in English, along with a
high school teaching certificate. She relocated to San
Francisco in 1976. Mary also has a law degree from
Golden Gate University. www.maryfburns.com.

TREASURER & BOOKSELLER LIAISON

VALERIE WESTON grew up to be an accountant,
decided that was not her HEA,
and gave the other side of her
brain
a
go.
She resolves
the bittersweet
tedium
of
her jewelry design and fabrication
profession by listening to a dozen
historical fiction novels a month.
She has listened to the Jack
Aubrey/Steven Maturin series of
21 novels by Patrick O'Brian
straight through four times. When she recently barked
at a mini-van full of rowdy high schoolers, “SILENCE,
fore and aft!”, she quickly switched to Bernard
Cornwell's Richard Sharpe series and is keeping a low
profile amongst the parent volunteers. She supported
Joyce Elson Moore in establishing the first USA
chapter of the HNS, located in central Florida. She
lives in Tampa with her supportive husband Paul and
beautiful daughter Tori. Oh, and her 20-pound
tabby Jinx and 6-pound Yorkie named CatToy.
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ANN CHAMBERLIN majored
in Archaeology of the
Middle
East
at
the
University of Utah. She
reads
Hebrew,
Arabic,
Egyptian hieroglyphs and
ancient Akkadian as well as
French and German. She
has traveled across all of
North Africa, Turkey, Syria
and Jordan. She has two
sons, one cat, twenty-two
chickens and lives in an old farm house on nearly two
acres near Salt Lake City. Ann is the author of fourteen
historical novels. Her trilogy set in the 16thcentury
Ottoman Empire was on the bestsellers list in Turkey
for over six months. THE SWORD OF GOD and
CHOOSERS OF THE SLAIN are her most recent
titles. She is the author of many plays including
JIHAD, produced by New Perspectives Theatre in New
York City, and she has owned a bookshop at the
Arizona Renaissance Festival for the last seven years.
She works at the University of Utah Middle East
library.
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PAST CHAIR (2011)

RICHARD SCOTT has often
wondered how he might
have turned out if public
libraries did not exist.
Growing up, he chewed
through the entire science
fiction section of the
Plattsburgh public library
until he discovered “The
Drifters”
by
James
Michener. He got “A” marks
in his English classes because he liked writing even
though he was (and remains) a rather terrible typist.
During a twenty year career in the United States Navy,
he found ample time to read whatever came to hand

but developed a preference for works of fiction with
an historical setting. The only writing he did during
this time period was formal evaluations for his
subordinates and a major work entitled “SH-60B
Helicopter Cockpit Conversion for Night Vision
Systems” which, although the subject of rave reviews,
saw a very limited publication run. Now employed in
an engineering R&D laboratory, Richard works at
integrating cutting edge technology into new medical
devices, but at night he converses with characters who
are trying to build a ballista. Richard resides in San
Diego California with his wife Karen and their
children, Robert and Julia.

The Board also wishes to acknowledge the

significant efforts of our Volunteer Coordinator
MEREDITH WEST and Blue Pencil Café Coordinator
JERI SMITH. In addition, we are grateful for the
participation and services of our official photographer,
RICK SEYMOUR; BOOKSTORE 1 OF SARASOTA, our
on-site bookseller, and the fine folks at the Marriott
Renaissance HOTEL VINOY.

Rick Seymour,
Conference
Photographer
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CONFERENCE SPONSORS
Sandra Earles of
UpAllNight
Studios donated
this lovely
historically
dressed doll, one
of the prizes for
the Costume
Pageant.

SeriouslyGoodBooks
publishers donated
this wonderful Art
Deco style flamingo
pin, which is the
award for the
Postcard Contest
winner.

Judy Ridgley provided a
donation to help fund our
conference.
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2013Signing

A

Annamaria Alfieri
Vicky Alvear Shecter
Alison Atlee
Amy Atwell

G

P

Diana Gabaldon
Margaret George
Brigitte Goldstein
C. W. Gortner

Kamran Pasha
Sophie Perinot
Dolen Perkins
Valdez
Ann Perry
Donald Platt
Barbara Pope

B

H

Gillian Bagwell
Jenny Barden
Steve Berry
Maryka Biaggio
Margaret Blair
David Blixt
Betty Bolte
Patricia Bracewell
Jessica Brockmole
Jeanelle Brown
Mary F. Burns

James Hawking
Tinney Heath
Susan Higginbotham
Anna Lee Huber
Bernie Huesing

C
Michelle Cameron
Leslie Carroll
Julie Caton
Ann Chamberlin
Stephanie Cowell

D
Joyce D’Auria
Jodi Daynard
Carolyn Dennis
Willingham
Heather Domin
Stephanie Dray
Stella Duffy
Jane S. Dunn

E
Anne Easter-Smith
Christy English

F
Elizabeth C. Felt
Richard Foglesong
Elizabeth Fremantle

I
Michelle Inglesby

J
Kathryn Johnson
Sarah Johnson
Sherry Jones
Faith Justice

K
Mitchell J. Kaplan
Susanna Kearsley
Richard Kennedy
Kathleen Kent

L
Stephanie Lehmann
Joanne Lewis

M
Bruce Macbain
Jeanne Mackin
Erika Mailman
Louise Marley
Gwen Mayo
Susan McDuffie
Michael McMenamin
Joyce Moore
Beverle Myers

N
Hana Samek Norton

Victoria Wilcox
Ann Willbanks
Beatriz Williams
Daniel Willis
Catherine Witek
Suzy Witten
Robert Wuench

Q
Kate Quinn

R
Waheed Rabbani
Frederick Ramsay
Sharman Ramsey
Kim Rendfeld
Judy Ridgley
Judith Rock
Julie K. Rose
Donna Russo-Morin

S
Vanitha Sankaran
Mary Sharratt
Richard Spilman
Victoria Sutton
Deborah Swift

T
Teresa (T.K.) Thorne

U
Eva V. Ulett

V
Cindy Vallar

W
Kris Waldherr
Priscilla Watkins
Ann Weisgarber
Alana White
Judith K. White
Steve Wiegenstein

Bookstore Open in
Lassing-Miller
Room, Plaza Level

Author Signing
on Plaza Level

Attendees
A

Annamaria Alfieri
Jody Allen
Vicky Alvear Shecter
Cynthia Anderson
Natalia Aponte
Lawanda Armstrong
Alison Atlee
Amy Atwell

B
Gillian Bagwell
Sue Ballard
Dakota Balmore
Jenny Barden
Stephanie Barko
Nancy Barrett
Unity Barry
Ellen Bartola
Barbara Beck
Janet Berg
Steve Berry
Maryka Biaggio
Nancy Bilyeau
Margaret Blair
David Blixt
Betty Bolte
Ida Bostian
Patricia Bracewell
Steve Brigman
Jessica Brockmole
Jeanelle Brown
Amy Bruno
Mary F. Burns

C
Stephanie Cabot
John Cahill
Michelle Cameron
Candie Campbell
Howard Carman
Lausanne Carpenter
Leslie Carroll
Julie Caton
Christopher Cevasco
Ann Chamberlin
Sherry Christie

Fiona Claire
John Cochran
Beverly Combs
Andrea Connell
Susan Coventry
Stephanie Cowell
Bryan Crockett
Christopher Czajka

D
Kathleen Daly
Gina Danna
Joyce D’Auria
Jodi Daynard
Madeleine De Jean
Carolyn DennisWillingham
Denise Dietz
Denise DiFulco
Michael DiSchiavi
jay Dixon
Heather Domin
Stephanie Renee Dos
Santos
Angela Douglas
Julianne Douglas
Stephanie Dray
Stella Duffy
Jane S. Dunn

E
Anne Easter-Smith
Daphne Ellis
Christy English

F
Elizabeth C. Felt
Charles Fergus
Richard Foglesong
Carol Fosdick
Diana Fox
Marian Fox
Audra Friend

G
Diana Gabaldon
Barbara Gardner
Margaret George
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Marta Gibbons
Constance Gill
Sarah Glenn
Laura Goforth
Brigitte Goldstein
Irene Goodman
C. W. Gortner
Marc Graham
Kathleen Grigley
Theresa GuzmanStokes

H
Randall Ham
Heather Hamel
Kristin Harper
Jennifer Harrington
Linda Harris
Stephen Hart
Clarissa Harwood
James Hawking
Bernadette Hearne
Tinney Heath
Helen Heller
Kay Henden
Catherine Henderson
Rebecca HendersonPalmer
Anja Hewitt
Susan Higginbotham
Jean Higgins
Richard Higgins
Kimberly Hinder
Anna Lee Huber
Patricia Hudson
C. Bernard Huesing
Jean Huets

I
Eileen Iciek
Emma Impavido
Robin Ingle
Michelle Inglesby
Lynette Ingram
Gina Iorio
Madeline Izzo
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J

Michael James
Marci Jefferson
Sally Jenkins
Bradette Jepsen
Beverly Johnson
Greg Johnson
Kathryn Johnson
Sarah Johnson
Sherry Jones
Faith Justice

K
Mitchell Kaplan
Susanna Kearsley
Richard Kennedy
Kathleen Kent
Irene Kessler
Vicki Kondelik

L
David Langum
Bob Larranaga
Brenda Ledford
Jeanne M. Ledwell
Stephanie Lehmann
Joanne Lewis
Mary Anne Lewis
Donna Liberman
Jack Woodville
London
Adelaida LucenaLower
Kevan Lyon

M
Bruce Macbain
Jeanne Mackin
Paul Madison
Elizabeth K. Mahon
Erika Mailman
Kristina Makansi
John Mallon
Louise Marley
Jill Marr
Catherine Mathis
Gordon Mathis
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Gwen Mayo
Susan McDuffie
Alison McMahan
Michael McMenamin
Carol J. Megge
Kate Michael
Joyce Elson Moore
Tierni Moore

N
Don Nothstine
Sue Nothstine

O
LaDonna Ockinga
Mallory O’Connor
Barbara Oelke
Georgine Olson
Amanda Orr
Nancy Oset
Ellan Otero

P
Harold Palmer
Diane Parkinson
Marie Parsons
Kamran Pasha
Sophie Perinot
Dolen PerkinsValdez
Anne Perry
JoAnn Phoenix
Teralyn Rose Pilgrim
Christina Pilz
Donald Platt
Carol Pollard
Barbara Pope
Jill Porcino
Margaret Porter
Kathleen PowersVermaelen

Q
Kate Quinn

R
Waheed Rabbani
Frederick Ramsay

Sharman Ramsey
Weina Randel
Lev Raphael
Patricia Redlin
Kim Rendfeld
Judy Ridgley
Heather Rieseck
Judith Rock
Margaret Rodenberg
Lori Rogers
Julie K. Rose
Dianna Rostad
Donna Russo Morin

S
Pamela Samaniego
Hana Samek-Norton
Vanitha Sankaran
Shelley Schanfield
Liv SchevtchukArmstrong
Diane Schrader
Richard Scott
B. J. Sedlock
Barbara Seeber
Richard Seymour
Mary Sharratt
Vivian Shen
Sally Shivnan
Ronald Singerton
Amitabh Singh
Jesse Sisken
Cynthia Slocum
DeAnn Smith
Jeri Smith
Kathy Smith
Sharon Smith
Hansgen
Susan Spann
Melanie Spiller
Richard Spilman
Judith Starkston
Jane Steen
Cory Steiner
Hope Stewart
Victoria Sutton
Kristin Swenson
Deborah Swift

T
Pamela Tartaglio
Janet B Taylor
Jennifer Taylor
Wayne Taylor
Nephele Tempest
Teresa (T. K.)
Thorne
Mary Ann Trail
Trisha Treece
Karlee Turner
Robert Turner

U
Xina Uhl
Eva V Ulett

V
Cindy Vallar
Tom Vallar
Emily Victorson
Kirk Vollack

W
Kris Waldherr
Kathleen Walker
Kristin Walters
Amy Watkin
Priscilla Watkins
Jane Weart
Barry Webb
Heather Webb
Ann Weisgarber
Megan Wessell
Meredith West

Valerie Weston
Alana White
Judith K. White
Mark Wiederanders
Steve Wiegenstein
Victoria Wilcox
Linda Wilford
Ann Willbanks
Beatriz Williams
Darlene Elizabeth
Williams
Daniel Willis
Ron Wilson
Catherine Witek
Suzy Witten
Robert Wright
Robert Wuench

Y
Lisa Yarde

Notes
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